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character of Christianity, vouchsafed first to Peter and then
to Paul, the gospel was soon preached to the Gentiles also.
With Peter the idea of fellowship with the Gentiles who had
become Christians was largely theoretic. His failure to put
it into practice at Antioch brought him into sharp colli-
sion with Paul. For with Paul the idea had become vital,
paramount, controlling. It altered his whole career. He
was pre-eminently the Apostle to the Gentiles. And Paul,
historically speaking, laid the foundations of Christian
empire. The Jewish converts counted for little or nothing
in the subsequent history of the church. Numerically they
were always weak. The mother church of Jerusalem dis-
appeared completely when Hadrian prohibited all circum-
cised persons from entering the town of Aelia Capitolina,
which he had built on the ruined site of the Holy City sixty
years after its destruction by Titus. In the nineteenth year
of Hadrian's reign, the Bishop of Jerusalem was one Marcus,
a Greek Gentile. From him the present Greek patriarch
claims ecclesiastical succession in unbroken chain. In the
second century a large part of the Jewish church became
Hellenized and was merged in the main body of Christendom,
So alienated did the unimportant remnant grow that about
the year 180 A. D. the Catholic Church branded Christian
Jews as heretics. In the course of the ages the Jewish pop-
ulation of Palestine almost disappeared. It is quite pos-
sible that the remote ancestors of the eighty thousand Jews1
now resident in the Holy Land proper were numbered
among the Jews of Palestine in the time of Paul, but in the
majority of cases their immediate progenitors came from
Spain, Russia, Poland, Roumania, or Arabia. The sixty
thousand Jews, however, at present dwelling in Syria, at
Damascus, Aleppo, and in other places are, in all but re-
ligion, native Syrians, following the customs, sharing the
superstitions, and speaking the native Arabic language of
the land. It is not improbable that the ancestors of many
1 It may be acknowledged at once that all statements as to the num-
bers of any given sect in Syria and Palestine are, at best, only approxi-
mate, and often mere guesswork. The total population is probably
between three and three and one-half million.

